The affair of the fake Modigliani heads
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That Embarrassed’The Experts

Michele Gheriardweet (1) and
Koy of Dialy s Modiglian
fbrbration gl pegr, furs o

phados of the “dizcovery ™ that

ulsasd the art workd | Lo LRI

HIS IS THE STORY
of m boax, As with &l presl hamoe. o
mbds many poopds lauph peociscly be-
i Hhe LTI
happened in Raly —thai comntry of prest
e [l led with fabulow worko of
=g, @y s pewul, the olfien o :
oonl and sometimes comapt world of
Ralian art cxperis, museusn maoguly o
inellectual Bndemalken wall probetdy
never be b e

Lt July, the cify of Livoemo (1 i ]
o bk the centenamisl of the birth of
one ol (Bx e armous s, the wowlp-
W and painier Amedeo .'Hu-du_pqm
(18- P00, To mark the occasion, the
iy oargn e s o hahios of |

. Of loan [nam oollecion i
| il abwrood
high pesint of the o fess
bt W 3 mikh-publicined atiempt o
deedpe anald ¢ o dhoms metma s L v
n the bope of finding some long low
frapments of walplure by the yousg
Amede, Lepond bas it that in 1909, in
B FE of depresibon, the Xi-year-obd
Mesfigliani had rushed o of bus o
im the middle of the mipht sl 1osusd
e of thiew enlfinsboed brad ingo the
neasrbry Posao Reale (Rloyal Moazy,

O Fuly 24, ot B2500a m., a Nal peece
of rock messmning 250RE inchel was
dredped up opposiic the spod where
Masfipiean bl husd Fis ntuden. The wtone
wis mlmonl compleicly encrusted winh
mind and weedi. Upon examenstess, it
wirk descovered o Be & peide of pranise
roughdy chaseded om one sade 10 Tonm the
oval oatling of & woman's bead. Ow
the samne day, o 4256 pom., ondy & fow
[t farther dompdream, 2 ssmelar head,

thiv timne chiseksd i local assdhions,
came wp. Bodh Besds (subsogquently
dubbcd “Modi 1™ aad “Mody 27 had
ther masrwoes: eyes and straight, elongaied
nonry charscieringic of other porirasts
oy Wlindng L

Al mraxh fwfadmend, Bw Bl
vy mEviporied 10 the Oily EERCEE
Almcnd immed oy, both wore Jeclared
suthenis carly works by Modeglan,
Withas reo wecks, thin jpdgment was
coeifirmcd by some of the mons ilustn-
o naemes im Bialiae art cngicism

Cinaly Carlo Argan, perhaps [taly's
il prossansnd am histonan (and a for-
meer mayor of Bome), pronoenced e
o Petidis “ pathe it~ beyond any doubi,
frlamefill o an undcrlanding not
macrely of Mosdiglismi Bt also of md-
orm a ataedl, Madnrss Calviesi, dered-
v of the Vemice Bicnmale (ome of
Emrope’s keading showcases of modern
wrt), said the fisds wene “a Feast For
Livorns snd for our country
| Gransini, a0 suthority on Michelangelo
| and on iechaiques of soulphare, dr:l'ulu

e chinae] waorks ga “Typicaliy Modiphons ™
Cesarce Brandi, anccher leading critic,

wighe: “In those Dwd sCabrous sl
thaere 15 the Anmancisison, there 1 the
Presence . . . shetched owt so rosphily yet
s lluminshiagly and [with| an ssner
rafiance, hike o pikof kight in e might. ™
EnroCarli, caratorof the gres Modgh-
s ibhow @ he Rome Dusdriconsle,
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winote: “Modiglian dsd nat betray the

* Rimo | matcrial. Thee sioncs have a sl ™

Mor were the crilkcs and kistorians

nod | alone. Time magaried reiomod o a
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Thistianic” sdoogr, amd & phalins of dis

minrodogings aed paleoniodo-

gists, who put the two beads (o 2 series
of scienhfic teubs, concheded that the
beads had been immerad in the mesd
for o pericd “maravurable in decsdes
Whenon Aug. 9, a thied e [ Wi

‘jwﬁﬂdm{:’lw caral. e

Doe was of a Milsscse
el cclitor R Mo Writing
in the Terin daily La he &

clared thist the w0 heads woone w0 apgpall-
gy aied Tlad that Wy OoEld mod
F:IHH#:"I"-I'I.' By Mouliphioni. His arpu-
mend was igsorad as the oplakon of 3
mcre dilcuaste, Another dissenter wn
Jeanne Modsgliani, ibe artini"s dawghicr.
Shﬂdn:wmtnhl‘l'is-ﬂllﬁ
story of thic kot heaids wan nolking bt
bkepend—her father had mever thrown
pay aey beads. Her warmmngs wiorne iine-
rkaed w he s andenss of 50 igroraed
‘ol wornan, then were stopped for pood
when, hebore whe could woe he Ifads
for herselil, b fell dowm the siain of
e b s ] o 8 b B hage

DIE:[.II 2, ancw, hunanousdy ilbes-
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Misdern A, was predented to the prec.
The reporiers had barely retumed o
tair desks when ke tickers began 1o
carry 8 sermationad picos of pewos: Theee
mmm_smhtmm
-:mlu;lhll‘u::r wore b real soalp-
hears o Moot 2.7 Mo of them was an
i ﬂ{ﬂi--llmlhj’;“
b evonosnien and Y
Mo sipiod e hewd B2 e s o
of a chunk of andone opoooded Trom
Ay sidewalic. sl ol hsdd e
i mio ibe canald less than gight bowe
Before it was foumd . As prood, they lusd
photos of themaclves wish “Medi 3.7

“These macn were all m::}
i thee: cpnal ™ ome o ihe oy ex plaimed,
“wn wie akind curselves, “YWhy nod kot
i Mnd wenethisg® We did it for
. Wy wene sure ey " d Tl oul imems: -
ciafely thot i won (ol Bt insdead 500
mow we decided 1o come oml, for the
sl off the tnath.™

The ari crithos and lvionians siuck o
their gans. The boads—<ven if mod ma-
ot winelkis— et suthestic . the ¥ inssded

boys were puilty of “a poke in the

warsl posuble taste,  waad Crulio Catlo
Argan u:nmmmmm::--u
CURRDATCY ot s mgainad 1 ivoes
n’s cily adminisEraton dwhich is Com-
maanisd ) by sons of dhe el (ngphs-wieg )
boerpeomsg, Rieo Gusaini, wivo had
“recopniecd” Modiglani's own hand
chalkmped the o % o prove sheir
m‘.ﬂ.‘h&m clainy by downg anotber

He wimald woon negnet ths g geviegn
O Seepl. B0, i By sppemnedd live on
T% wirths thesir o nad focdss & hammer,

cinrlimaee

A HOAX /continmed

a small plece of chalk o skeich the
oullime, a mallet, twir chinels, a screw-
driver and a sicel brush amsched 0 a
Black and Decker power dnll. As mil-
lions wasched, the boys—dressed o
Jeans, opes shists and sngakers—poo.
dudedandotibier “dod g lani. ™ all B while
chafting in theee langpuages with reporiens.

Thae aear-solid phalaas of crires and
Bisiorians now began o weaken. Durbd
and Argsn comiinssd 1 insist
beads. were authentic. Derbe:
hﬁ.ﬂflﬂﬂlﬂﬂ'ﬂmmﬁﬂr
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CRCMICS. “The ickevisson shaw
'I'H-FI- :rﬂmu Llh:hnds
Are

Su-w I:n'Hn that—

[
even if © il the
cluirmed as ghear o, woas Falue—""Modli
17 mnd “Moddi 3° wene sill real.

Bt this heoepet s 00 B be dashed
s well. Adfverihe iedevision exposé, the
Coenmusist mayos of Liveene was quod-
od as
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Taly 1I1|1t§£nn ﬂh:t'lmr::;_mﬂlﬁ
asseTLion, B 29 year-pid long-
Sunday pai

Arngele Froglia called a press confer-
ence in Livomo end snnounced thai be
had scalpted the e “Maodi 17 and
hlﬂ_'ﬁmﬂ:" 1 ¥" and had theown

kefore they were !'llJ'ndan
anmut His claim, Froglia showed
porters & Aeminule ¥ H!I

man with a i Bis

cariobe, ijﬁ#mﬁbuﬂ:mw
bled corps that, wnlike be dhiee
sbudents, he had pof tossed his **Modig-
Fianas™ in thee camal as a hoax. They had
wantod B0 amerke; he molive wdd "o

provoke detate.” He added, 11 wa my
:}f mﬂdr” il ml'h'h.l‘]
imupes of an are ilusory.
madde his heads wich a chisel, one
of e in leas than an hasar, he
said, them given them s bath of scids
and detergents i make them look old,
By the summer's end, the afTair had
beooma the *Hoax of the Century, * While

th0rists, the guras, 10 “in it for
a bewildersd and docile
Last sutwmn, | visied k'hrl-:i_'rl'-rr

anﬂ.ﬁrﬂmﬁﬂﬂrﬁnﬂ
men. They all grew up in Livomao
kave been friends for yesrs, Franoesea's
father i .8 docton a the
Pigira's is @ lawyer sl M
IEkfiSpaOr LAl i COmpany.
“N staricd a3 & hoax, an advesture,”™
said Pieteo, “bat it ended & an object
keisen. The value of a work of ant is
determined in the first place by the cril-
e and curators of museunss. i tumed
o4l that their judgment s very dubioes,
A ver were shanned ai the superfi
cialiey of the technical expertise. Cme
discovered what he called 'crusss
" on the stonc’s surface, i was
peally grass from cer back lewn.™ Frean
eow on, P « he would make
up his own mind about what was an.
A final note; The boys' “Medi
2 it now said o be a small
liumm-—.l.n-ll result, imnl'
ﬂ.‘hm-ll'l.! uu.l.'r
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